
 

Ottawa Contra Dance  

 CALLER INFORMATION SHEET : 2019-2020 
We are excited that you will be calling in Ottawa!   

If you are a returning caller, updates for the 2019-2020 season are in yellow 
Contact information: 

• Last minute emergencies on the day: Emily won’t be the contact after the September 21st dance.  The new contact will reach out 
shortly after our Annual General Meeting. Until then, please contact both Emily Addison at home (XXXXXXXXX) and Catherine 
Burns at home (XXXXXXXXX) and cell (XXXXXXXXX). Leave messages at all numbers if you don't reach someone. 

• Booking, contracts, programming & feedback: Changing September 21st.  Emily until then. 

• Billeting: Roger Williams looks after billeting. He will contact you about your requirements. (XXXXXXXXX). 

• Sound: Greg Brown. Please contact him at least one month ahead with technical requirements (XXXXXXXXX). 
 
Timing: 

Afternoon dances 
Evening dances 

NEW: All afternoon sessions (except the family dances) will run from 330-530pm.  Sound check is 
promptly at 3pm and the hall opens at 2pm.  For afternoon family dances, the hall still opens at 2pm, 
sound check at 3pm and dance from 3:30-5pm. 

6pm Hall opens & sound technician and volunteers begin set-up. You are welcome to enter the hall.  

7pm Sound check begins promptly.  Doesn't happen for those who already did an afternoon gig. 

7:30pm Beginner lesson Sound check ends. Caller begins the introductory/beginner workshop.  The caller can push the 
workshop start time back 10min, THEIR choice, as long as done by 8pm. 

8pm Dance begins. Just before the dance begins, one of our organizers will get on the mic to welcome 
everyone. 

 A committee member will do announcements before the last dance before the break. 

9:15ish (as late at 9:30) First half finishes with a waltz and break begins. 

 After 10-15 minutes, the second half begins. 

11pm  Dance ends with a waltz and optional hambo or schottische if the band wishes.  
Please be timely in your tear-down so our volunteers can leave the hall ASAP.  

 
Dancing level, style, & programming considerations:   
On average, we have 100 dancers a night. Dancers range in age from six to eighty and are used to the basic contra figures (e.g., while 
certainly not impossible, more complex moves such as contra corners or 'dancing outside your set' are not common in Ottawa).  
Our overall style has been described as friendly and fun-loving; and this is an important atmosphere we strive to continue. 

 

• We appreciate clarity and brevity in teaching & calling; and desire dances that can be taught with one or two walk-throughs. 
 

• Choreography: We prefer dances that have logical flow (enabling us to enjoy the music and each other) over complex/difficult 
choreography that require intense concentration (hampering our enjoyment). 
 

• Variety: Variety in programming is appreciated in Ottawa.  Dancers will expect a program that has many duple improper or becket 
contras but are open to and enjoy different formations such as a square, four-face-four, Sicilian circle, triplets, chestnuts, or 
mixers.  In the interest of helping dancers get used to dancing with different partners, we encourage the programming of a mixer 
(e.g., scatter, circle) sometime in the first half.  This is totally optional though!  
 

• Mentoring local callers: Optional – For the last four years, we've successfully had willing visiting callers mentor our local up-and-
coming callers. We may ask you to be involved – you are totally free to decline! If you participate, we will connect you with the 
local caller ahead of time and you choose when and how the local caller fits into your evening. They would call one (NO MORE!) 
dance and afterwards, you'd provide them with some constructive feedback on what they did well and what they could tweak. 
Our local callers benefit from calling with varied professional bands and also from your tips. 
 

• Length of sets: We are trying to make our hall feel spacious and welcoming to more dancers. Interestingly, our hall can feel 'full' or 
'crowded' to dancers if there are 3 (or even 2) lines that go all the way to the back/bottom of the hall as the sets can spread out 
widely to the sides.  However, the hall can easily accommodate 4 lines across and we'd much rather have slightly shorter lines to 
create that sense of room at the back. Please monitor this and encourage the appropriate number of lines. 
 

• Terminology: We ask that you use the terms gents & ladies for the roles.  We have many dancers that will dance both roles we 
encourage this.  Callers visiting Ottawa tend to use the term 'right shoulder round' to replace was used to be called 'gypsy' 
however we leave the replacement term to your discretion.  
  
      



 

Beginners – we welcome new dancers!  
On average, we have 15 brand new dancers plus others coming back for their second or third time.  We work hard to enhance the 
beginner experience so that they 'catch the bug'.  Anything you can do to help would be wonderful! 
 

• The introductory (beginner) lesson is from 7:30-8pm, and we prefer the hired caller provide it. Let us know ahead of time if 
this is an issue for you and we will attempt to find a local caller to fill in. We appreciate a focus on connection, having fun, 
dance structure, being on time, and transitions more than on learning specific moves. The one particular move we wish to 
have taught is the swing. 
 

• In your own way, please make sure to encourage regulars & beginners to ask each other to dance. Left to their own, 
beginners collect in the back corners of our lines.   
 

• In the spring of 2017, we introduced both a 'newcomer handout' and optional 'newcomer happy face stickers' for new people 
to self-identify. (That way regular dancers can spot new people fast and ask them to dance).  These have been working well! 
We note this in case you want to promote/refer to the stickers – although you're of course not required. 
 

Style tips, etiquette & safety:   
We appreciate judiciously sprinkled tips and reminders of ways to make dancing fun and safe for everyone.  A few style tips described 
from the stage or demonstrated on the floor, issued with good cheer or humor, are encouraged by the committee and will be 
welcomed by most dancers.  They should focus on ways to make dancing fun and safe for everyone. Let dancers know that if they have 
any issues or concerns, they can come to you or any of the organizers, who are wearing pink buttons. 

 
Archiving:  
In 2015, we began an archive book that lists past programs which you may refer to before/during the dance.  Please ask one of the 
desk volunteers for the book and record your called program there – name of dance, composer/author, comments, etc. (Dance 
sequence/choreography is not included.)  The archive is shared with other callers to get a sense of pacing, types of dances called, and 
challenges they come across. 

 
Feedback both ways: 
We strive to foster an open dialogue. We may follow up with feedback a week or so later. If you particularly would like feedback, 
please let us know ahead of time.  And, if you have any feedback for us regarding any aspect of your experience with Ottawa Contra, 
please begin the conversation! 

 
Compensation & cancellation policy: 
Compensation amount is set at the time when the gig is booked and is listed in the formal letter of engagement.  If Ottawa Contra has 
to cancel a gig within three months of the event, we will compensate the talent for the full agreed upon amount. If the caller or band 
needs to cancel the gig, please let us know ASAP. Bands can substitute a member if agreed with Ottawa Contra (no additional pay).  If 
you don't perform, we don't compensate.  Please note that cancellation is difficult for us as we promote all bands/callers at the start of 
the whole season. 

 
Directions:  
Saturday dances: Churchill Seniors Recreation Center - 345 Richmond Road, Ottawa, ON.  Directions from the East OR West: 

1. From the Queensway (HWY 417), take the Carling/Kirkwood exit. 
a. From the east: Exit the ramp, pass through the lights (Kirkwood).  You are now on Carling. 
b. From the west: Exit the long ramp, turn left onto Kirkwood, go under the bridge and immediately turn left at Carling. 

2. Drive 750m/0.46miles, pass through one set of lights,  and then turn right at Churchill Ave (2nd set of lights). 
3. Drive 1.4km/0.8miles.   Go down a hill and through the lights at Wellington Street. The parking lot is immediately on your left. 
4. Parking is free but you may need to sign in/get a pass.  Check with staff at the front desk. 

 
Are you travelling from the US/American citizen? 
If are travelling from the US (American citizen), remember your up-to-date passport! As a "performing artist" in Canada for a limited 
time, you do not need a permit (http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/work/apply-who-nopermit.asp). (Note that teachers fall into a different 
category and require applications but as callers are clearly performers, there has never been an issue.) We recommend that you carry 
the attached letter of engagement and if you are performing in Montreal, get a separate letter from them. In the past, one band didn't 
have a letter from Montreal and they were held at the border until one was emailed to the border - it worked out thanks to a helpful 
guard!                                                                                                                                          
 
We do much to develop our community in terms of being a welcoming, friendly, and safe space.  Thanks for your help in that regard! 

-The Ottawa Contra Dance Organizing Committee 


