OTTAWA CONTRA

ANNOUNCEMENT GUIDE

Update 6 December 2019

When you arrive @ the hall:

1. Touch base with the caller and tell them about the three different announcement times.
(They'll likely only be familiar with the pre-break slot & will appreciate a heads up.)

2. Learn the names of the caller/band members + where they are from so you can announce later. You'll
also want the names of the floor manager and sound person.

3. Write your own announcement cheat sheet using this guide rather than reading off here. ©

1. PRE-DANCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

WHEN: Approx 8pm, just before caller starts teaching the first dance.

1. Welcome!

2. Introduce self as a committee member

3. Great to see familiar faces + NEW dancers._SPECIAL welcome to new folks!

a. 2" dance free card + newcomer handout
b. Smiley sticker to self-ID as new ... this way regulars will look to help you out that much more.
c. Regulars ... thank you for making beginners feel so welcome!

We strive to make our dances friendly, welcoming & safe for all.

Questions? Organizers wear pink buttons and are happy to listen.
Welcome band and caller --- looking forward to a great evening!

See back side for more....



2. PRE-BREAK ANNOUNCEMENTS

WHEN: Always just before the last dance of the first half (around 9-9:15pmish). Check in with the caller around
9 to find out how many dances left before the break so you're ready.

1. Thank everyone for coming!

2. Introduce talent

a. Caller — where from? Awesome!
b. Band — Include individual names, where from, do they have CDs here? At back table? How much $?
c. Sound (usually Greg)
3. ***BIG PUSH***Upcoming Dances
a. Next Dance: Date + name of Band/Caller

b. Announce any upcoming afternoon special & family/community dances
Really pump the special afternoon dances ... .. should be done at least twice before the date comes

up — priority for getting on radar

c. @3" Saturday dance, mention 4™ Tues Contra > very beginner friendly, local callers and
musicians, in Hintonburg.
d. Email list to hear about these events and more(Join up at back table). Also our facebook group.
4. *KEEP BRIEF*Other Events
a. Old Sod Concert — announce if the tickets have just gone on sale or if happening within two weeks.

b. @1st Saturday Dances: Join in on folk song at Folk at the Oak .... 2nd Sunday of the month - speak
with Neville (point him out)
(NOTE: We don’t mention non Old Sod Events on the mic—fliers and back and notices in our emails.)
5. Contra communities built by you — our community!

a. Have any friends that you think would like contra? Introduce them. ©

b. Take small pile of postcards to places where you know potential contra dancers (e.g., yoga
studios/sports/dance places with active folks; music locations)

c. Talk to someone new at the break and more dancing coming up soon!

3. POST-BREAK ANNOUNCEMENTS

WHEN: Do right after the break, once caller have dancers lined up.

Thank volunteer team led by our floor manager (Name)

Volunteering great way to get involved — easy roles, talk to committee member.

Speaking of volunteering, stay and help with tear down + join us for social at the PUB (name of pub + folks
coordinate to walk over in the front entrance of the hall)

Membership (mention Sept/Oct/Jan)

5. Thank you again and enjoy rest of night --- Back to Band/Caller name!



